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LETTERS 
Save The Union 


As a retired missionary of the 
Presbyterian Church, and now liv- 
ing in Brazil, I am writing to you 
and other friends on a most im- 
portant matter. One-half of my 
ministry of more than 50 years 
was spent in the United States, 
and in the South, and the other 
half in this country. I am thus ac- 
quainted with the “‘status quo” in 
the South, having been on fur- 
lough in 1929 when the Smith- 
Hoover election ran its course. 
Here in this country, with other 
fellow missionaries, we under- 
stand what great political prestige 
the Roman Catholic Church has, 
not only in Brazil, but in the Ar- 
gentine, and in Portugal and 
Spain. She is more and more less 
a religion, and more and more out 
to rob free peoples of the just 
fruits of the great Reformation of 
the Sixteenth Century. 

(Continued on Page 6) 


COMING... 


HE issue of January 23rd will probably be the 
most important we have published. 


Here a detailed liberal attack on the historicity, 
the integrity and the reliability of the Bible will 
be published, analyzed and answered. 


This is something which our Church must face because 
it has been thrust upon it. 


We can hide our heads in the sands of indifference 
but the situation is here now. 


You may denounce this article but before doing so 
it will be wise to see just what is being taught 
and whether it should continue without question. 


This will not be a clash of personalities, rather it 
resolves itself into a question of loyalty—loyalty 
to individuals or to God and His Word. 


In our judgment it is an issue upon which Protestantism 
itself will stand or fall. 


THAT is important. Watch for the January 23rd issue. 
of THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL. 


Henry B. Dendy, Editor. 
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EDITORIAL 


You Can Help! 


THE JOURNAL is embarking on what we be- 
lieve to be the most important effort it has ever 
made to strengthen faith through a clear state- 
ment of historic evangelical Christian truth 
with reference to the integrity and the authority 


of the Word of God. 


Before this issue all others pale into insignifi- 
cance. 


YOU CAN HELP 


The ministry of THE JOURNAL depends for its 
usefulness entirely on the leading and the bless- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. It is our constant prayer 
that only those things which shall glorify His 
Name, honor His Word and advance His King- 
dom shall appear in its pages. 


Then we pray that God will place THE 
JouRNAL in the hands of those who will receive 
a blessing from reading it. 


TO THAT END WE 
ASK YOU 


To help us double our subscription list within 
the next few weeks. Some are sending in many 
new subscriptions. Others are subscribing for 
one new person, or securing their subscription. 


If you believe in what we are endeavoring to 


do by the leading and blessing of God, then 


Extra! Extra! 


Yes, extra copies of the January 23 issue 
of THE JourNAL will be available! (32 
pages). And we are slashing the cost to a 
minimum of $1 for 20 copies! This issue 
will go fast! Make your reservation NOW. 
Convenient order form below. 


PLEASE reserve for: 


(NAME) 


(ADDRESS) 


(CITY) 


socal extra copies of the January 23rd 
issue of THE JOURNAL. 


|] BILL ME -] CHECK ENCLOSED 


show your interest now by increasing the num- 
ber of those who get THE JouRNAL! 


—The Editors. 


With The Great Lack Of Capable 
Leadership Let Us Beware Of 


The Vacuum Which 


Is Forming 


“For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who 
shall prepare himself to the battle? 


Never has national and world leadership been 
more needed than now. Never has real leadership 
seemed more lacking. The “uncertain sounds” 
emanating today from the capitals of the free world 
only add to the confusions and uncertainties of 
those of us in the street. 


This lack of outstanding leadership is not con- 
fined to America. As one looks at the free nations 
one is impressed with the mediocrity which seems to 
characterize most of those in positions of authority 
and power. 


True, democracies rely on the combined wisdom 
of the peoples who determine their own rules; but, 
only too often democratic processes have given way 
to the chicaneries of party politics, resulting not in 
the election of the ablest but of those most able to 
make the deals with dishonest ward politicians. 


All of which leads us to this observation. Beware 
of the vacuum which is being generated! People 
are so anxious for firm and aggressive leadership 
that they can easily fall for a man who comes for- 
ward with strong personality and a glib tongue. Let 
a national or international leader arise who can 
offer a modicum of security and peace to a terrified 
world and people will flock to him as particles of 
steel to a magnet. Again we would say, beware! 


It is true that we lack leaders, but, Christians 
have the greatest Leader of all, the eternal and Al- 
mighty God. He knows everything, before Whom 
all time spreads as a mighty panorama and Who 
not only knows but is also able; He is our refuge 
and strength. 


As we desire able human leadership in this time 
of uncertainty and crisis, let us pray that it shall 
be God-given and for His glory. What we need is 
men big enough to frankly admit their own lack of 


wisdom and their dependence on God. —L.N.B. 
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Can These Bones 
Live? 


The world is waiting and watching for 
miracle of resurrection to be performed in the valley 
of dry bones, which is modern orthodoxy. Our 
evangelical churches are peopled with powerless, 
impotent, and fruitless Christians, who, though 
professing to believe, give no evidence of knowing 
Him through whom we are to be lifted above the 
level of this present, evil world, into a life that is 
heavenly in its character as well as its hope. The 
hum-drum, joyless and unenthusiastic attitude of 
the average Christian is not only unattractive to 
men, but is a hollow image of Him through whom 
we are to be filled with all the fullness of God. 
With taunting mockery it sends echoes of despair 
through the valley in which the bones are many and 
very dry. In order to find testimonies of the 
power of God, it is necessary to wander far afield, 
or to take a backward look into the lives of those 
who in days gone by “subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire. . . ,” 
and by faith “obtained a good report.”’ 


The insipidity of the modern church has been 
the cause of mourning in the hearts of those who 
still hunger and thirst after righteousness, and who 
are possessed of a passion for the souls of men. The 
early church was filled with longing desire to honor 
the name of Christ, and was characterized by men, 
who, like the Apostle Paul, were constrained by 
the love of Christ. There was little of program, 
but much of power. Things were done ‘“de- 
ceritly and in order’ under the guidance of the 
Spirit of God, and the miracle of rebirth was being 
constantly witnessed as the “Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.” As the 
disciples were “filled with the Holy Ghost, they 
spake the word of God with boldness,” and men 
“took knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Jesus.” They were men “of like passions,” whose 
God was the Lord. Jesus Christ is “the same, 
yesterday, today, and forever.” It is our God who 
said, “I am the Lord, I change not.” The God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, is still the God of the 
living. His arm is not shortened that He cannot 
save. But until the “bones” begin to live, dare we 


say our God is the Lord? 


Systematic theology has brought the “bones” of 
our fathers out of Egypt, and the great doctrines 
of “the faith once delivered unto the saints” are 
still carefully preserved by many, for which we 
praise the Lord. But the unanswered question of 
the hour is this, “Can these bones live?” Our 
systematic theology needs to become ‘“‘systemic”’; 
needs to be translated into living epistles that men 
might see again the power of God to save, and 
rejoice in the God who “only doeth wondrous 


things!” —H.L.L. 
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Invaded And 
Imposed Upon 


We Americans do not like to be imposed upon. 
Neither will we take lightly the invasion of our 
homes. And yet, that is exactly what is happening 
to us here in America in 1952. All of us who 
own radio or television sets, or both, find that the 
liquor industry is invading our homes and parading 
its wares on our ears and before our eyes and the 
eyes of our children. 


The radio is a great source of enjoyment, enter- 
tainment and information to millions of Americans, 
That it should have its programs bought over by the 
purveyors of liquor is definitely against the public 
welfare. 


Television, definitely here to stay, is even sold 
out in a greater measure to the liquor interests. 
Many would enjoy Amos and Andy on Thursday 
night but they rightly-resent having their enjoyment 
by courtesy of Beer. There is no way that 
drinking can be prevented from being portrayed in 
a bright and attractive way before their children 
unless they simply cut off their sets. 


On January 30-31 and February 1, there is to be 
a public hearing before a Congressional Committee 
on a bill designed to eliminate all liquor advertis- 
ing on radio and television waves which cross state 
lines. If Christian people will write their Senators 
and Congressmen, urging the passage of this bill, 
it will do great good. The liquor interests will fight 
it strenuously and they are wealthy and will hardly 
stop at anything. 


But, they have no right to invade your home 
and impose their interests above your own. We be- 
lieve a concerted effort on the part of those who 
have higher ideals for their children and their 
homes can secure the passage of this Bill. 


You are being invaded now. Will you resist? 


The Abyss Beyond 
The Cross Roads 


For years we have heard the familiar phrase, 
“America stands at the crossroads.” Or, “youth 
stands at the crossroads.” Or, “you stand at the 
cross roads.” 

This we believe: Every man comes to the cross- 
roads of acceptance or rejection of Christ as Sav- 
iour, as his own personal Saviour; that either he 
must accept Him or he rejects Him—he cannot let 
Him alone. Christ will not be let alone, for 
every man must do something with Him. 


If men and nations come to crossroads, it must 
be that they come to a place in time, in life, in 
history, be it personal or national, when some sort 
of decision must be made, a choice indicated, 4 
selection secured. It must be that one choice will 
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lead that man or nation in one direction, another 
choice will lead toward another destination. 


And so it follows that crossroads lead in oppo- 
site directions. Well, then, therein lies a truth, the 
application of which means that if America has 
stood at her crossroads and has made her choice, 
she is already on the way in which she has chosen 
to go and the end of which any thinking Ameri- 
can citizen should be able to discern. 


The same is true of men. Indeed, this is true 
of a nation only after and because it is true of 
individuals. If you have stood at your crossroads, 
(and what man having reached the age of account- 
ability, has not?) then you have already made 
your choice be it nothing more than an ignoring 
of the issue before you, the one issue which decides 
in life how it will go for you in eternity. 


If we, as individuals or as a nation, have not 
made the one right choice which shall lead us by 
God’s grace down the narrow path and in through 
the narrow gate to life everlasting, then we are 
today walking the wide path, bound toward the 
wide gate that will bring us to the abyss that lies 
beyond the crossroads, 


Is it not possible that you have reached your 
crossroads, and are today walking the path of 
wrath and destruction, even the path toward the 
abyss? And if that be true of individual men, 
as true it is if thev have not accepted Jesus Christ 
as their personal Saviour, then well we may 
question the end toward which our country has 
set its face . . . for beyond every crossroads lies 


some abyss. —A.D.R. 


Stones For Bread 


Some of our ministerial friends feel that from 
time to time we have been unduly critical of some 
who do not preach the gospel as we feel it should 
be preached. 


Our position is that it makes no difference what- 
soever what we personally think about it; the 
preaching of the gospel is not designed to meet the 
favor of man, except as man himself is responsive 
to the gospel. Our thesis thc igh is that it is abso- 
lutely necessary that a man preach the gospel pre- 
sented to us by God in His Word. When men leave 
the clear revelation of the Scriptures and preach 


instead a humanized, devitalized and perverted © 


message which is not the gospel, then we refuse to 
keep silent. 


Recently we attended the first of a series of 
sermons. There were approximately three hundred 
people present. The two opening hymns were, 
“When I Survey The Wonderous Cross,” and, 
“Beneath The Cross Of Jesus.” The opening 
prayer was good and the atmosphere worshipful and 
expectant. 


We went looking for a blessing and felt that 
there were probably many, many hungry hearts in 
that audience. The woman immediately in front of 
us was very shabbily dressed, obviously in material 
need and probably more. We saw another woman 
we knew had had a series of tragic events in her 
own home during the past years due to drink 
and infidelity. We knew she must have a real 
heart-hunger or she would not have been there as 
she is a professional woman and busy. 


The speaker was a prominent Bishop, brought 
from another state for this series of talks. When he 
tead his text we felt very thankful for the message 
we felt was coming: “Wherefore Jesus also, that he 
might sanctify the people with his own blood, suff er- 
ed without the gate.” Heb. 13:12. 
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But, our anticipation of a blessing was soon 
dashed. The effect of the cross was developed as 
follows (a) It purifies us as it shames us. (b) It 
purifies us as we see God’s love in it. (c) It purifies 
us as in the cross we see the meaning of life. 


We left the building at the end of the service 
with a heavy heart. No wonder people are hungry 
these days. Instead of bread only too often they re- 
ceive a stone. Instead of a message of One who died 
for our sins; Who shed His blood to cleanse us; 
Who gives us a new nature as we believe in Him, 
and, Who redeems us to God; having done some- 
thing for us which we cannot do for ourselves, 
needy people were presented with an example, an 
ideal, to follow. 


I may be ashamed of my sins but shame alone 
never saved a soul from hell. I may see God’s love 
in the cross but I have to see at the same time my 
own sinful heart and its lost condition and recognize 
on the cross the Son of God, my Redeemer, if I am 
to be saved. The meaning of life may be interpreted 
in a million different ways but life will never have 
real meaning until we realize that God created us 
for His own glory and service: but, that we become 
His only through being born again. 


It is our conviction that people are more eager 
and ready to hear the gospel than in a long time. 
This is due to disillusionment in what man can do 
for himself and uncertainty and fear for the future. 
With such a glorious opportunity how can men ex- 
change the gospel of redemption and hope for the 
mirage of self-help and development? 


If a surgeon operated on a patient for acute ap- 
pendicitis and left the appendix in he would be sued 
for malpractice and fraud. But, when a minister 
preaches to sinning and lost men a gospel which 
cannot save—well; he may be made a Bishop! 


—L.N.B. 
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Retreat For 
Ex-Priests 

Retreats for Roman Catholic priests are nothing 
new. But a retreat for ex-priests could almost be 
classed as ‘something new under the sun.” 

What is believed to be the first retreat on record 
for ex-priests was recently conducted by Christ’s 
Mission, of New York, in a suburban New Jersey 
community this last September. Its purpose was to 
give to the seven ex-priests who attended an oppor- 
tunity for Bible study and a deeper insight into their 
new-found evangelical faith, as well as to aid them 
in their struggle to readjust themselves to Protestant 
society. 

All seven ex-priests have come out of the Church 
of Rome in recent months. Through group meetings 
and individual counseling interviews with both 
Protestant ministers and older ex-priests, and 
through informal discussion periods, these young 
converts received intensely practical instruction in 
evangelical Christianity. 

Dr. Walter Manuel Montano, Executive Director 
of Christ’s Mission, points out that to appreciate the 


enthusiasm with which these ex-priests responded to 
the program of the 3-day retreat, one must appreciate 
the predicament in which a priest finds himself the 
moment he resigns from the priesthood and makes 
the break with Rome. He is suddenly and completely 
adrift, a marked man, ex-communicated now by his 
Church and repudiated by his family and friends. 
He knows little or nothing of Protestantism, and is 
too disillusioned with Roman Catholic beliefs and 
practices to be willing to place his confidence in 
another religion. He has been narrowly educated for 
his priestly calling; he knows little or nothing of the 
business world, and has nothing in the way of ex- 
perience or background to commend him to a pros- 
pective employer. So he finds himself suddenly with- 
out a means of livelihood, without a home, friends 
or money. It is a frightening situation. — 


An important and expanding function of Christ’s 
Mission is to give spiritual and material assistance to 
these ex-priests. At the present time the Mission is 
supporting six former priests — three of them in 
evangelical seminaries, where they are being re- 
educated for the Protestant ministry. 


(Continued from Page 2) 


You will not think it strange 
that we missionaries of the var- 
ious denominations are deeply 
concerned over Mr. Truman’s in- 
tention to send an ambassador to 
the Vatican. What right have we 
to the historic name of Protes- 
tants, if when unrighteousness at- 
tempts to rob us of the heritage 
the Puritans, the Quakers, the 
Dutch, the Scotch, the Huguenots 
and many others left us, we do not 
“PROTEST?” 

The promised appointment of 
an ambassador to the Vatican is 
the result of a politician, wise in 
the affairs of this world, discover- 
ing that the electoral vote of the 
South in combination with the 
foreign and Catholic vote of the 
North would in close elections 
give the Democratic candidate a 
majority in the electoral college. 
President Roosevelt made the dis- 
covery. He may have been a 
statesman, but he was supremely 
a “politician.” 

The greatest Protestant block 
of voters in the world is in the 
South, between the Potomac and 
the Rio Grande, and between Flor- 
ida and Kentucky, with parts of 
Missouri, Oklahoma, and Arkan- 
sas, thrown in for good measure. 
This great and influential mass, 
almost altogether of Anglo-Saxon 
lineage, votes the Democratic 
ticket, come fair weather or come 
foul. With this electoral vote of 
the South in his pocket at the very 
beginning of the campaign, Mr. 
Roosevelt courted the Catholic 
and foreign vote of the key cities 


of the North. This strange combi- 
nation of a pure Protestant people 
and a densely foreign and Cath- 
olic mass kept Mr. Roosevelt in 
the White House for longer than 
he should have remained. The 
“nay-off’”’ came with the nomina- 
tion of a special delegate to Rome. 


There are those who believe Mr. 
Truman was returned to the pres- 
idency by the same strategy. 
There is a strong case for thinking 
that Mr. Truman will not only 
take some leaves from Mr. Roose- 
velt’s campaign book, but will im- 
provise something of his own, and 
get an ambassador into the Vat- 
ican from the United States. Here 
is a major question for those who 
can answer ... Why should Mr. 
Truman raise a most controversial 
issue and provoke a tremendous 
and acrimonious debate, when a 
united America is so needed, if he 
does not think the Protestant 
South, until now so docile, can 
again be aligned with the Catholic 
masses of the North? And should 
he gain his point and get his am- 
bassador into the Vatican, as 
“TIME” suggests, a Papal Nuncio 
will appear in Washington, who 
will, with the help of the Cardi- 
nals, become a factor in every 
presidential election, a corrupting 
influence in the country for gener- 
ations upon generations. 


The South, it seems, has come 
to the Kingdom for such a time as 
this. The Senators from the Sou- 
thern States control the key posi- 
tions in the U. S. Senate. They can 
confirm or reject nominations. 
This letter is an appeal to you to 
write to the Senators of your state 


and ask them to let well enough 
alone. Get your ministers, your 
church officers, the leaders of the 
women’s organizations and all 
earnest-minded people to take 
part in a letter-writing effort that 
shall run through the early 
months of 1952. Get your sen- 
ator’s name. His address is: The 
United States Senate, Washing- 
ton, D. C. “Time” of November 
12, 1951, says that 21,000 tele- 
grams had arrived at the White 
House in protest against the Presi- 
dent’s novel plan. But it should be 
made clear that the part of the 
21,000 communications that came 
from the Southern States should 
have gone to the U. S. Senators. 
All through the coming year the 
Dixie Senators will be in command 
in Washington. They should hear 
from their own Christian constit- 
uency. 


Some ninety years ago the cry 
was heard over the North: “SAVE 
THE UNION.” In God’s Provi- 
dence that was done. The United 
States should not have been sun- 
dered. But History has its re- 
venges. The same call is heard to- 
day, but in reverse. To the Sou- 
thern States comes the call: 
“SAVE THE UNION.” That im- 
mense multitude known as Sou- 
thern Baptists, Southern Meth- 
odists, Southern E pisc opalians, 
Southern Presbyterians and others 
of the same fiber can, as the sound 
of many waters, declare that the 
principles of the Reformation that 
made the United States shall be 
maintained. 
EDWARD FE. LANE 


Sao Pauto, Brazil 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


| 

6 


Believing 

Approach 

to the 
Bible 


by 
Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Decatur, Ga. 


Bible begins, that is, with God not with. 


Bible bezins, thinking starts where the 


man. Of course, a Calvinistic theologian 
may provisionally or chronologically mention man 
before he does God in order to reach an inquirer— 
provided the Calvinist always keep the pre- 
supposition of God as the primary conviction of 
his thought. One cannot, however, begin with 
facts or truths or laws or values or experiences of 
life or elements of Scripture ultimately interpreted 
apart from God and ever attain unto the sovereign 
God who speaks from the Holy Bible. For, of 
Him and through Him and unto Him are ail 
things. 


Our Presbyterian Confession sets forth God’s 
saving revelation of Himself, His committing this 
revelation wholly unto writing so that the Holy 
Scriptures are the Word of God written—before 
it mentions the human agents through whom God 
produced His Book. Accordingly, the Confession 
teaches the Divine authorship of the Bible by means 
of human authorship. 


Moreover, this Presbyterian approach is the 
way of faith. While the enlightenment philoso- 
phers have built their Cartesian system on the 
maxim, J doubt that I may know; the men of 
faith have built the cathedrals of Christian thought 
according to the principle, ] believe that I may un- 
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derstand. For Augustine and Anselm, this pri- 
macy of faith was based, in part at least, upon the 
Latin of Isaiah 7:9, Unless ye believe ye shall not 
understand. For us it may well arise from several 
passages such as Hebrew 11 or John 11:40 or I 
Cor. 1 :30—For of Him are ye in Christ Jesus who 
is made unto us wisdom from God. Some of the 
implications in this believing approach may be indi- 
cated, thus: 


I. 
CHRISTIAN believer begins where God has 


graciously placed him. ‘This means that 
he does not begin with some fact or truth apart 
from God and His Word, but that he begins in 
the Christian faith and in the Christian revelation 
by which God has generated this faith in Him. 


II. 


A believer begins not with man’s quest or man’s 
witness to his religious experience, but with God 
who has graciously placed him in the Christian 
revelation. In the Bible the first person the be- 
liever meets is God, consequently he interprets the 
Bible not first from man’s viewpoint but first from 
God’s. Thus the Christian finds that there is 
one only, living and true God, who has revealed 
Himself in diverse portions and manners unto the 
prophets, and who has spoken unto us in His Son. 
When one starts with man too often he arranges 
the Bible in evolutionary fashion as man’s progres- 
sive discovery of more adequate religious concepts, 
and thus dismisses earlier portions of the Book (e.g. 
Samuel hewing Agog to pieces before the Lord) as 
not having been inspired by the living God at all. 
The God who speaks in the Bible is as truly gra- 
cious and merciful in the Old Testament as in the 
New, and as really holy and righteous in the latter 
as in the former. Hell and judgment appear in 
the Sermon on the Mount and the wrath of God 
in the third of John and the fifth of Romans. In 
the last named book the Apostle bids us consider 
“the goodness and the severity of the Lord”. It 
is just when His love and grace are fully seen that 
the lines of everlasting punishment are most care- 
fully etched. 


A believer goes to the Christian revelation to 
discover the relation between God and man, especial- 
ly between God and the men whom He has 
used as His. agents in writing the Bible. (Our Con- 
fession of Faith teaches the Divine Authorship of 
the Holy Scriptures by means of human author- 
ship.) This does not mean dividing the Bible into 
two parts, labelled respectively the human and the 
Divine elements. It means that the living God of 
the Bible is the Sovereign God whose most holy, 
wise, powerful Providence extends over all His 
creatures and all their actions. In such cases as 
the sending of Joseph into Egypt, the loss of Job’s 
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camels, the crucifixion of Christ, the Bible shows 
the concurrence of the Divine and of the human 
agent in the same event. In the second chapter of 
Acts, Peter ascribes the crucifixion to the wicked 
hands of men and in the fourth chapter he attributes 
the same event to the holy hand of God. Accord- 
ingly the Bible sees God’s high and holy Hand over 
the low and feeble hands of men—the Divine using 
and supervising the human without overriding 
man’s responsibility. An act may be personal with- 
out becoming unipersonal. God acted and man 
acted in the crucifying of Christ. Each acted in 
full personal responsibility for different ends and 
aims. Even so, the Holy Scriptures are God- 
breathed, that is breathed out, produced by God, 
for holy men wrote as they were moved or, borne 
along by the Holy Spirit. Since the human au- 
thors were responsible agents we can discover the 
meaning by reconstructing the context of the origi- 
nal writer and readers through historic—gram- 
matical exegesis. But neither this nor any other 
form of introduction removes the fact that all 
Scripture was produced by the Divine superintend- 
ence or supervision of the human authors in their 
lives and in their writings so as to constitute the 
whole Bible the Word of God written for our 
faith, our lives and the glory of His grace. 


IV. 
CHRISTIAN recognizes that God has inter- 


vened to save him in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Consequently, the believer finds in Christ the or- 
ganic heart and significant centre of the Christian 
revelation. He rejoices that the events of God’s 
interposition in Jesus of Nazareth—the incarnation, 
the Cross, the Resurrection—are the best attested 
of any biblical occurrences and form the focus— 
the date-line of history. Accordingly, the Chris- 
tian comes to Christ in whom all the promises of 
God are yea and amen for the significance even of 


the Old Testament. 


This method, commended by current biblical 
theologians, seems to have been Calvin’s funda- 
mental approach. In his /nstruction of Faith, 
Calvin sets forth God in Christ as the perpetual 
object of our faith. In the argument of the Book 


of Genesis, he says that the believer begins not with 
the elements of this world but with the Gospel 
which sets forth Christ and His Cross. In the sec- 
ond book of the Institutes, Calvin presents Christ, 
the Saviour of sinners, before discussing the law of 
Moses; and in the third book he insists that faith 
is especially directed to the Saviour in His work 
and offices. 


Christ came not to destroy but to fulfill the Jaw 
and the prophets. He corrected misinterpretations 
and misapplications of the Old Testament. God, 
through Moses, established justice as the rule for 
the judge in civil government, our Lord set for- 
giveness as the attitude of His disciple in the King- 
dom of Grace. Jesus taught that the Scripture 
cannot be broken, that men err because they know 
not the Scriptures nor the power of God, that 
while heaven and earth will pass away, His words 
shall not pass away. ‘The Saviour quoted from the 
first and from the second chapters of Genesis, not 
as the myths of men, but as the words of the Cre 
ator. He cited Daniel not as a pious fraud from 
the days of Antiochus Epiphanes but as that which 
was spoken by the prophet Daniel, and quoted the 
110th Psalm as the word of the Holy Spirit through 
David, the King. The Apostle bids us bring every 
thought into captivity to Christ. 


HEN a believer comes to the Bible as the 

Word of God, he seeks God’s purpose in His 
own Word. God gave His Word not to solve rid- 
dles or to set up a pedantic exactitude for the sake 
of the curious. Truth is in order to godliness. God 
has spoken that we may hear and heed. ‘To that 
end He has so guided His human authors that 
through them He has given us a book that is trust- 
worthy and dependable. Anchor on its promises 
and you will find God true. Yield to its admoni- 
tions for the judgments of God are true and right- 
eous altogether. ‘The living God has given us His 
own Word. Woe to those who disregard it, fancy- 
ing that they can live without it. But God has not 
given us the Bible to worship as an idol instead of 
the Lord. To assume that we can put aside or 
transcend the Bible, as the Quakers have done to 
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the sacraments, is false immediacy. To worship 
the Bible instead of the living God of the Bible, as 
the Romanists do in the Mass, is false mediacy. 
God has given us the Christian Revelation that 
thereby we may trust Him and Worship Him and 


live as His children. In the Holy Scriptures the 
Good Shepherd speaks and those who hear His 
voice are His sheep. Faith is the flash of identi- 
fication between the Word as written and the 
living Voice of Him whose Word it is. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 20 


Scripture: Matthew 9:9-17; Luke 5:27-39. De- 
votional Reading: Matthew 16:24-28. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Matthew Becomes A Follower 


The first four disciples were fishermen. Matthew was an entirely different type of man. He was busy 
making money. He had a position as tax-collector and therefore belonged to the class of people so despised 
by the patriotic Jews - men who had hired themselves out to the Roman government. ‘The temptation for 
these men was to get and keep all they could for themselves, beyond the amount stipulated by the govern- 
ment. Many of them became very rich. The taxes were “farmed out,” so to speak. We do not know that 


Matthew was dishonest, oppressive, or rich. He 
may have been strictly honest in his business. Zac- 
cheus the publican, was rich, and this very fact leads 
us to believe that he had been oppressive, or dis- 
honest. His offer of restitution, when he was con- 
verted, seems to point to this. Matthew, however, 
may have been a better man. But all the same, the 
position he held made the Jews as a whole despise 
him and all “publicans.” They were classified 
with sinners; “‘publicans and sinners’ went together 
in the eyes of most men. 


In our devotional reading we have Jesus laying 


down the conditions of discipleship: “If any man’ 


will come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross, and follow me.” This would seem to 
apply in a special way to a man like Matthew who 
held a lucrative position. The natural thing for 
a man in such a place is to feel that he must “save 
his life,” look after number one. Jesus warns in 
_ verses that those who do this will lose their 
ives, 


Matthew was a business man. He understood 
profit and loss. So when Jesus says in Matthew 
16:26, What shall a man be profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul, Mat- 
thew could easily see the point. Our Devotional 
Reading comes later than the call of Matthew, of 
course, but no doubt he realized this fact. He de- 
nied himself, said no to a paying job, left it all and 
followed Jesus. 


The selections from Matthew and Luke are al- 
most identical except that Luke tells us that Mat- 
thew (or Levi) made the feast for Jesus. 


I. The Call of Matthew (or Levi): 
Matthew 9:9; Luke 5:27, 28 


We do not know whether Matthew had any pre- 
vious acquaintance with Jesus, such as the other 
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four. He was evidently no stranger to this tax- 
collector. 

The call is simple; just two words, follow me. 
This was Jesus’ usual way of calling men. It im- 
plied faith, obedience, and a desire to learn more. 
Jesus was a rabbi, teacher. To follow a teacher is 
to learn more of the truths which he would impart. 
The full meaning of discipleship dawned gradually, 
but this was a start. As Matthew heard Jesus say 
later it involved saying no to self, taking up a cross, 
as well as following. When God said to Abram, 
get up and go, he got up and went. When Jesus 
said to Matthew, follow me, he left all and fol- 
lowed. The proof of faith is obedience. “True 
faith in God produces true following of God,” as 
we have learned from Dr. Glasgow’s book which 
we used recently in our study of James. 


The obedience was prompt and complete: he 
left all and followed Him. He does not seem to 
have taken time even to straighten up his books, or 
settle up his business. He was not like some later 
who said, I will follow, BUT, let me tell the folk 
at home farewell; let me bury my father. He gave 
the call of Jesus priority. This word is used a 
lot these days. What a splendid thing it would 
be if we used it in the business of the King! A little 
boy saw a sign which read. “Safety First.” And he 
said, ‘‘We put. God first.” The good, as someone 
has put it, is often the enemy of the best. The call 
of Christ comes first. 


So many put off the answer. Today, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. I heard 
years ago, a sermon by Dr. Twyman Williams, 
which I will never forget. He preached it in the 
Collierstown Presbyterian Church when I was pas- 
tor. His text was: The Holy Ghost says, TO- 
DAY. Nothing is as important as prompt obedi- 
ence to the call of Christ. If you are unsaved, 


come NOW, TODAY. 
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Il. The Feast in Levi's House: 
Matthew 9:10; Luke 5:29 


“Levi made a great feast.”” This was his way of 
showing his gratitude, and also showing that he 
was in no way ashamed of what he had done. It 
would at the same time give him an. opportunity 
of introducing his friends to his new-found friend. 
Jesus went to many feasts. In this respect He was 
unlike John the Baptist. 


Matthew’s friends were naturally publicans and 
sinners. He had invited them to come and “meet 
the Master.” He did not wish to keep his new 
found salvation and joy to himself. These early 
disciples were always finding someone else to share 
with them in their experiences. If Christians had 
kept this up as we should, the world would be in 
far better condition. Personal evangelism by all 
Christians is the best way to spread the Good News. 
It would be interesting to know how many of 
Matthew’s friends found their Savior as the result 
of this gathering. 


We, too, have friends. Our friends may be out- 
casts and despised, or they may be respected and 
honored, but if they do not know Christ, then we 
can say, “Friend without Jesus, He died for thee, 
From sin’s dread bondage He’ll set you free’. 
When Hadley was converted he established a mis- 
sion where he could introduce his friends to Jesus. 


III. The Criticism of the Pharisees: 
Matthew 9:11; Luke 5:30 


Luke includes the scribes. They usually grouped 
themselves with the Pharisees. The Pharisees were 
the “aristocrats” of the religious life of the Jews, 
the patriotic party, and the orthodox party. The 
Sadducees were the skeptics, and the Herodians 
were the “Quislings.”’ All three united in oppo- 
sition to Christ. Jesus did not select any of His 
apostles from these groups. Later, He converted 
Saul, a Pharisee of the Pharisees, and made him 
the greatest of the apostles. 


Criticism often begins with questioning. Why 
eatest your Master with publicans and sinners? 
Their idea of religion was a strict ‘observance of 
the Law, and all separation from “sinners.” Their 
trouble was a different form of sin. They were 
self-righteous, cold; full of hypocrisy and a formal- 
ism and unbelief. Instead of rejoicing that these 
outcasts of society were turning from sin, they 
raised this objection. It was a disgrace in their 
eyes for a Rabbi to be seen in such company. Let 
each of us be sure that there is no trace of this 
sort of feeling in our hearts. 


IV. The Reply of Jesus: 
Matthew 9:12, 13; Luke 5:31,32 


They that are whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick. I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners. 
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The Presbyterian U. S. Series Of 
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SUNDAY 
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“WHAT CAN 
CHRIST DO 
FOR YOU?” 


Rev. Thomas H. McDill, Jr. 


Consult Your Newspaper For Time 
Write For Copies Of The Message 


Not that the Pharisees were righteous! Far from 
it. ‘They thought that they were! They had the 
worst form of sin-sickness, and were unaware of 
their terrible condition. They did not realize that 
all their so-called righteousness was but as filthy 
rags. Jesus saw beneath their outward form of re- 
ligion and severely rebuked them. (see passages 


like Matthew 23:23-33). 


A person who does not realize his condition, his 
sickness, is in no need, (so he thinks), of a doctor 
and therefore will not consult one. He may have 
internal cancer of the worst sort which is slowly, 
but surely, saping his life, but as long as he thinks 
he is all right, and is in no special pain, he will not 
ask help. The Pharisees were suffering from in- 
curable cancer of the soul, but believed they were 
sound. ‘The power of the Lord was present to 
heal them, as well as- those who knew they were 
sick, the publicans and sinners, but they were too 
self-righteous, too critical, too hard-hearted and un- 
believing to be healed. Today the outcasts of Israel 
are coming into the kingdom while many of the 
respectable, moral men and women are shutting 
themselves out. “I will have mercy”. The Phari- 
sees knew nothing of mercy. Blessed are the merci- 
ful, for they shall obtain mercy. 


Jesus is the Great Physician. He is the Accredi- 
ted Physician; His diploma is stamped with the 
seal of Heaven; He has the right to forgive sins. 
He is the Accessible Physician. You do not have 
to travel weary miles, make an appointment, wait 
your turn, pay tremendous fees. All you have to 
do is to CALL, and He will answer, and save. 
He is the Experienced Physician. All manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease, of sin. Your 
case is neither new nor surprising to Him. He 1s 
the Successful Physician. He has never lost a case. 
He is the Loving Physician. I like doctors who 
love sick people. I would like to introduce you 
to “My Doctor” today. Will you come? 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 20 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Misstons On Wheels 


This matter of “missions on wheels” is not exactly a modern development, though perhaps the pneu- 
matic tire and modern engine constitute improvement as compared with the ancient method of oxen or 


donkey powered vehicle. 


However, even on this subject there would be room for discussion since there are 


places where even the reliable Jeep could not be used today, and the dependable quadrupeds must still be put 
in harness! As we consider our topic for the week, let’s roll back the centuries for a moment and have a 


look at events in Scripture that have bearing on our 
. theme. 


When we think of covered wagons we think of 
the westward exodus of our early pioneers, but 
there was another exodus long before this when 
covered wagons were used. ‘They were used by 
the Levites to transport the tabernacle and its fur- 
nishings across the wilderness to the Promised Land. 
The wagons had been presented as an offering to 
the Lord, and were set aside for the use of God’s 
servants, even as we often dedicate and set aside 
cars, or station wagons or Jeeps today to be used 
in the work of the Lord. 


As they rolled along they carried a missionary 
message, for God had revealed in the plan and 
priesthood of the tabernacle how a sinful people 
might approach unto the Holy God, and it was 
God’s purpose that through Israel all the nations 


of the earth might receive the message of salvation. 


As Israel went, before them went the Lord. As 


Israel worshipped, they spread abroad the knowl- 


edge of His name, and His fame as Deliverer pre- 
ceded them even into the land of Canaan as was 
testified by the lips of Rahab in the city of Jericho. 


The ark was carried upon the shoulders of the 
priests, and truly still the responsibility of carry- 
ing the word of God’s covenant of redemption rests 
upon the believer priests, though the equipment and 
furnishings for the work may rol! on wheels! This 
is the first incident found in the Bible concerning 
missions on wheels. 


Then there is another incident found in the 
New Testament when a_ missionary traveled 
on wheels for a little while—at least until his 
special assignment was finished. Remember when 
the Lord sent Philip out into the desert? He was 
a first-century hitch-hiker, for he attached himself 
to the eunuch’s chariot, and then proceeded to lead 
him to Christ by expounding the 53rd chapter of 
Isaiah! His experience on wheels was brief, but 
it counted for time and eternity! 


Certainly all through the ages missionaries have 
_ traveled by whatever means might be at hand to 
get the gospel to those who have not heard. They 
have traveled on foot, by camel, horse, wagon and 
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cart, car, train and plane, and have carried the 
glorious gospel message to the uttermost part of 
the earth. And today the most modern methods 
are being used to further the work in foreign and 
home fields, and the missionary work is often liter- 
ally “rolling” or even “flying” along. 


In many remote areas and among the islands 
of the seas airports were built and thousands of 
miles of roads were laid by various occupation 
forces during the recent war. In_ Ethiopia 
the Italians did a tremendous amount of work along 
these lines, and missionaries returning to that field 
have rejoiced in the improved transportation. 


In various countries in South America, our own 
armies did the work, and throughout the islands 
of the Pacific there are modern airfields and 
highways where only jungle trails were to be 
found before the war. 


All over the world improved facilities for trans- 
portation are being used by missionaries to further 
the work of evangelizing the neglected people of 
the world, and it is up to us to pay the bill and 
provide the jeeps, station-wagons, sound-trucks, and 
even planes that are needed. 


Many congregations have taken as special pro- 
jects the purchase of needed equipment for our 
missionaries. Youth groups are contributing for 
the purchase of Jeeps as a projects this year. Sun- 
day schools could adopt the program, and if all 
would put a shoulder to the wheel, the wheels 
of our mission program would continue to roll! 


Let’s give to missions to get the rolling equip- 
ment we need; let’s grease the wheels with prayer, 
take the map of the world as our guide, and go 
to the uttermost part with the message of sal- 
vation! This is our assignment, laid out by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let’s get rolling! 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Williams To Direct 
Montreat Program 
Of Development 


Montreat, N.C. (PN)—John P. “Shorty” 
Williams has been named director of Montreat’s 
extensive development program, according to an 
announcement by Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, presi- 
dent, Mountain Retreat Association. 


A graduate of Davidson College in 1916, Wil- 
liams has served on the staff of the New York 
Bureau of Municipal Research and as business di- 
rector of the University of New Mexico, Al- 
buquerque. He later served as professor of busi- 
ness administration at Davidson. In 1937 he be- 
came director of a development program in pro- 
fessional education for life insurance underwriters, 
a program carried on through colleges and uni- 
versities in forty-six states. 


Montreat’s development program includes plans 
for enlarged conference facilities, adequate tele- 
phone service, additional hotel accomodations, a 
community center, efficiency apartments, modern 
tourist quarters and new residential areas for sum- 
mer and year-round homes. 


Mr. and Mrs. Williams have been home owners 
at Montreat for many years, McGregor said. 
“They are closely identified with the interests of 
Western North Carolina and the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.” (Mrs. Williams was Irena Fore- 
man whose mother was among the first residents in 
Montreat. ) 


The three Williams children are John Jr., a 
graduate of Davidson College; Margaret, a gradu- 
ate of Agnes Scott Colege and the University of 
Pennsylvania; and Alden, a sophomore at David- 
son College. John Jr. is in Buffalo, N. Y. and 
Margaret heads the occupational therapy depart- 
ment of the University of Michigan Hospital, Ann 
Arbor. 


Life Insurance Plan Projected 
For Presbyterian Groups 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—A projected plan of 
group life insurance will be sent to all Presby- 
terian churches, agencies and affiliated institutions 
sometime in January, according to an announce- 
ment by Dr. Wade H. Boggs, executive secre- 
tary, Board of Annuities and Relief, Louisville, Ky. 


Adopted by the board at its November meeting, 
the group insurance plan, if approved by the Gener- 
al Assembly, would be made available to all em- 
ployees of participating institutions. Although the 
plan would not go into effect before July 1, 1952, 
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both laymen and clergymen would be covered. 
A minimum of 600 applicants is required before 
the plan can be officially launched. 


Underwriter of the plan is the Home Life Insur- 
ance Company of New York. The Board of 
Annuities and Relief would act only as adminis- 
trator to collect annual premiums, Boggs said. 


When asked what effect the plan would have 
on agencies already participating in some program 
of insurance, a representative of the Home Life 
in Atlanta said he presumed these agencies would 
not be affected in any way unless they want to 
make a change. 


A very broad outline of the proposed plan fol- 


lows: 
Life Estimated Annual 
Class Insurance Cost Per Employee 


I. Ordained Personnel, 
Heads of Agencies 


and Institutions 

(except presently 
retired personnel) $4,000 $53.40 

II. Skilled Lay Person- 
2,000 26.70 


nel) 
ITI. All other Personnel 
those 65 and over 
and/or retired* ...... 1,000 13.35 


*For personnel who reach age 65 while insured, 
on the following anniversary of the insurance con- 
tract their insurance will be automatically reduced 
to $1,000, and of course their cost will be re- 
duced accordingly. If the retired employee elects, 
his premium will be deducted from his annuity pay- 
ments each year thereafter. 


Atlanta Central Church 
Will Hold Annual 
Moderators’ Day” Jan. 13 


(By Presbyterian News Service) 
On Jan. 13, Central Presbyterian Church, At- 


lanta, Ga., will be host to moderators of four 
major Presbyterian bodies and at least two thou- 
sand people who will attend morning and evening 
services to hear what the titular heads of the 
Churches have to say. 


Dr. J. R. McCain, Presbyterian Church, U.5., 
Dr. P. A. Stroup, Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church; Mr. W. Kyle George, United Presbyter- 
ian Church; and Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., are the “Moderators’ 
Day” guests. 


Dr. John A. Garber, pastor of Clifton Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, Ga., and chairman of the 
Moderators’ Day committee, said the special day 
for moderators is becoming an annual affair in 
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Atlanta. He pointed to last year’s meeting at 
Druid Hills Presbyterian Church where moder- 


ators of U. S., U.S.A. and Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Churches spoke from the same pulpit. 


Last year the moderators (elected by the respec- 
tive assemblies to serve for one year) reviewed the 
history of Presbyterianism, called for a new em- 
phasis on the doctrine of the priesthood of be- 
lievers, and said Protestant liberties were being 
seriously threatened. 


The four Presbyterian bodies represented at the 
meeting have a total United States membership of 
3,391,150. The largest, Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. (Northern) has 2,448,596 members. Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S. (Southern) has 702,210 
members and is the third fastest-growing of the 
major Protestant churches in America. The 
United Presbyterian Church has 213,810 members. 
The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church has 
26,534 members, mostly in North and South Caro- 
lina. 

Churches of the Presbyterian and Reformed faith 
have the second largest Protestant following in the 
world, the Lutheran bodies being larger. 
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Wings For The Soul 


“Not only when the New Year’s footsteps sound 
Upon the threshold of my door, shall I 
Make resolution—every flaming dawn 


Shall find me waiting earnestly to try 


To live the glorious hours of one brief day 
Simply and serenely at my best: 
To serve, if there be need for me to serve; | 


To rest, if there should be the need of rest.” a 


—Author Unknown. 4 
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TUNE IN 


“Christ DOES Help” 


SYNOD EVANGELISTIC SERIES — IN FIVE SYNODS 
JANUARY ® FEBRUARY ® MARCH 


—Participating Stations— 


SYNOD ‘OF APPALACHIA Quitman WKMA 
Bristol WCYB me WRGA 
Galax WBOB Statesboro WWNS 
Norton WNVA Summerville .............. WGTA 
Pulaski WPUV Swainesboro .............. WJIAT 
Richlands WRIC Thomasville .............. WKTG 
Wytheville WYVE Tifton WweoGs 
Boone WATA Valdosta GAF 
Joanson WUHL LOUISIANA SYNOD 
Maryville WGAP Alexandria .............. KALB 
Knoxville WBIR Baton Rouge ............ WAFB 
GEORGIA SYNOD Jennings KJEF 
Albany WALB Lake Charles ............ KLOU 
Augusta WBBQ Natchitoches ............ KWCJ 
Cartersville WBHF £=Monroe KLIC 
Cedartown WGAA Bastrop KTRY 
Covington WMOC __eBogalusa WIKE 
Dalton WBIJ Houma KCIL 
Gainesville WDUN New Iberia .............. KAN 
Gainesville seunaiiniaaaias WGGA NORTH CAROLINA 
Griffin WKEU SYNOD 

Newnan . WCOH Ahoskie WROS 
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Charlotte WBT Rocky Mount ............ WEED " 
Dunn WOKB ‘Roxboro WRXO be 
Durham WDNC_ Rockingham ............ WAYN 
Fayetteville .............. WFNC _ Salisbury WSAT 
Elizabeth City .......... WCNC Salisbury WSTP 
Gastonia WGNC Tarboro WCPS 
Goldsboro WGER Thomasville .............. WTNC 
Goldsboro WEQR Washington .............. WHED 
Greenville WGTC Washington .............. WRRF 

Hickory WIRC Williamston .......... WLAM 

Kinston WELS Wilmington .............. WMFD | 
Laurinburg .............. WEWO Wilmington .............. WGNI 
Lumberton WTSB Whiteville ................ WENC 
Morehead City ........ WMBL Clinton ..................... WRRC 7 
Monroe WMAP Jacksonville .............. WINC 
Mount Aijry ............. WPAQ TENNESSEE SYNOD 
North Wilkesboro ..WKBW Columbia .................. WK 

Oxford WOxPr Coeoneville ................. 

Raleigh WPTF Jackson 

Roanoke Rapids ... WGBT Lewisburg ................ 

Rocky Mount ............ WCEC OF ayetteville .............. 

Rocky Mount .......... WFMA 
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Army Chaplain In Combat 
Reports Duties Limited 
Only By Time And Energy 


The question is asked: What does an Army 
chaplain do when his unit is in combat? 


The answer: The chaplain sticks with his unit. 
The following is a verbatim excerpt from the re- 
port of an Army chaplain in Korea. The name 
of this particular chaplain has not been released 
because his experience is typical of all chaplains 
in the combat zone. 


“IT felt my mission during the month-long com- 
bat duty of the regiment was to visit the various 
companies daily, as possible, to be present to com- 


fort the wounded and the dying during the at- 
tacks, and to conduct as many services of wor- 
ship as possible. All this I did as faithfully as 
time and energy permitted. 


“Also, I visited with nearby chaplains _when 
possible, made trips to hospitals and aid stations, 
attended staff meetings and briefings, consulted 
with battalion and regimental commanders and 
staff members on various matters, wrote letters of 
sympathy and some concerning baptisms, etc., dis- 
tributed Bibles, tracts, stationery, etc., attended 
chaplains conference, took part in unit ceremonies 
of the battalion, and continued a charity project 
for Korean orphans.” Let us be much in prayer 
for the Chaplains who minister to our men in 
service. —News Release 


WOMEN’S WORK 


Protestant Women Take Stand 
Against Desecration Of Sabbath 


When in the early fall a large southern chain of 
grocery stores, with headquarters in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, proposed to open the doors of one of its stores 
to Sunday shoppers, the executive board of organ- 
ized Protestant women of the city voted to “pro- 
test vigorously to this new threat of Sabbath 
desecration.” 


A few grocery stores of the city remained open 
for Sunday business. Protestant women took note 
of this and action was in order. 


In the last quarterly meeting of the Norfolk 
Federated Missionary societies the women present, 
representing 70 churches of 8 Protestant denomi- 
nations, pledged themselves to the boycott of gro- 
cery stores which open for business on Sunday. 


Let us never underestimate the power of women 
who hold convictions. The need of the hour is 
for more Christian women with great convictions! 


Our Missionary 
Asks Our Prayers 


Do you believe this? “Prayer influences God.” 
“Of course,” you say. Then, let us remember this: 
“Prayer surely does influence God: It does not 
influence His purpose: It does influence His action. 
Everything that ever has been prayed for, of course 
I mean every right thing, God has already pur- 
posed to do. . 


In this era of unprecedented opportunty, are you 
willing to undertake a great venture of faith, be- 
lieving that by making His purposes our prayers, 
we can open the road for Him to accomplish that 
which He has long desired; As God avails Him- 
self of human agents, are you willing to dedicate 
yourself to faithfully undergird your missionaries 
in what, humanly speaking, is an impossible task? 
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The highest law of the Christian life is obedience 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Under His 
guidance, your West Brazil Mission has mapped 
out a Five Year Plan in which they pledge them- 
selves to the task of attempting the “impossible” 
for the advancement of the Kingdom and the 
greater glory of God. You may have a share - a 
very large share - in it, for truly the work that 
your missionaries have set themselves to accomplish 
requires a supernatural agency. 


This spirit-guided plan is to put all of our mis- 
sion work in the State of Mimas (save the Paracatu 
field, which is on the frontier of Goias), into such 
condition that it can be formed into a new Presby- 
tery and turned over to the Brazilian Church. 
This will leave your West Brazil Mission free to 
press on into the unclaimed lands to the west and 
to build up the young churches struggling into 
being in the vast harvestfield of Goias. 


What is your part? PRAY, PRAY DEFINITELY, IN- 
CESSANTLY, INSISTENTLY, BELIEVINGLY, for: 


1. A baptism of the Holy Spirit upon your mis- 
sionaries who have pledged themselves to this task; 
for your own consecration as an intercessor. 

2. Spirit-fed, Spirit-led young Brazilian ministers 
who will catch the vision and offer themselves for 
service in these interior fields which are to form 
the new Presbytery. 

3. The erection of Church buildings (or the 
paying off of debts on already existent buildings) 
in the larger cities; the building of Sunday schools 
and manses, where necessary. 

4. The Brazilian Christians as they are taught 


in stewardship, which shall ready them to assume 
the support of their own pastors. 


5. The organization of the older congregations 
into churches with their own elders and deacons. 


6. That the Home Church may give liberally 
out of her abundance, that these young churches 
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now “coming of age’ may not be retarded in their 
progress by lack of missionary personnel and equip- 
ment to carry on this far-reaching plan of ad- 
vancement, with great thanksgiving and rejoicing 
that our Board has just notified us that our fi- 
nancial askings for this year have been granted 
in full! 


7. That the Lord of the Harvest will Himself 
continue to endow and call those young missionaries 
who are to labor with us during the coming years. 
Let us give thanks for the three recently-arrived 
young couples now studying the language. 


8. “Pray urgently and constantly for the health 
of your missionaries’ (quoting from a previous 
Prayer League letter), “who are daily surrounded 
by conditions such as would horrify your Public- 
Health-educated minds. The work is demanding 
and never-ending in its clamoring need. The cli- 
mate of some of the stations is not good. The water 
is not always pure. Contact with contagious dis- 
eases is inevitable. The missionary evangelists are 
forced to partake of a very faulty, unbalanced diet 
on their long, tiring trips. So many, many dan- 
gers are present, but He is able to overcome them 


all,” 


Surely these blessings will not be granted to a 
moderate degree of faith and prayerfulness. ‘This 
challenge demands the very best we can give. Your 
missionaries are fired with the vision of the great 
need and an earnest desire to spend and be spent 
that this miracle ot faith may come to pass. We 
must go forward on our knees! The Adversary 
will not be idle. What are You going to do 
about it? 

(signed) Frances Campbell Sloop 
(Mrs. Stephen J.) 

Secretary of the Undergirders’ 
Prayer League 


Who Brought You 
The Gospel? 


It was a Jew who brought the gospel to Rome; 
a Roman who took it to France; a Frenchman who 


took it to Scandinavia; a Scandinavian who took 
it to Scotland; a Scotsman who evangelized Ire- 
land, and an Irishman who made the missionary 
conquest of Scotland. No matter where one’s an- 
cestors lived, they received the gospel at the hand of 
an alien race. And yet, there are some who say 
they do not believe in missions! 


—From Christian World Facts. 


A Single Bible. 


A few days ago we had a good example of the 
readiness of the people in Japan to receive the gos- 
pel. We gave the Japanese girl who lives with us 
some Gospels of John to distribute to her friends. 
She gave some to her uncle to distribute among the 
workers at the post office where he is employed. 
He came back the next night saying he needed 
more. Nearly everyone wanted one and he did 
not have enough. The next time he came back 
he wanted to know if it would be possible to get 
one “big book.” ‘The workers wanted to read oth- 
er books beside John, and said if they could have 
just one Bible for the post office, the workers 
could take turns reading it at home at night. 


We are grateful for those who, by giving gener- 
ously to the mission cause, have made it possible to 
meet such needs. On the other hand, we 
could not help feeling a tinge of guilt for all of 
us who have this treasured Word near us constantly 
and yet partake of it so sparingly, while others are 
grateful for the chance to “take turns” with a 
single copy —From Christian World Facts. 


THINE IS THE KINGDOM 
By James H. Hunter 


$3. First prize winner in Zondervan’s $5,000 Second 
International Christian Fiction Contest. A great novel in 
every sense of the word. Order today from: 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


CAMP AND CONFERENCE DIRECTORS 


value and recommend our prompt 
courteous payment of medica! 4 
bills for campers ; 


WRITE 


BROTHERHOOD MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


230 E. BERRY STREET 


JANUARY 9, 1952 


FORT WAYNE 2, INDIA‘ 4 
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These are CHRISTIAN PROMISES 


We asked our missionaries to make a list of the capital items 
that were absolutely necessary to carry on their work in their 
various fields. The total cost was $4 million. We promised that 
sum, but only $2 and one-half million has been raised. Our 
workers are waiting patiently, but expectantly. The list be- 
low gives an idea of what is needed to help introduce our 
world neighbors to Christ. These are actual items. 


AFRICA KOREA 


E listi 3,500. Station Wagon Ambulance ........ $ 2,500.00 
vangelistic School at Mboi $ 3,500.00 Jeep Station Wagon .................... 1,500.00 
EAST BRAZIL 


Station Wagon Ambulance for MEXICO MISSION 


$ 1,500.00 Michoacan 
Araguacu School Kitchen and Zitacuaro: 
Dinine R 1.000.00 Equipment for Boys’ Camp $ 200.00 
Equipment for Nurse .......... 500.00 
Dormitory for Varginha School 15,000.00 Films and Slides for Pro- 
Sewing Machine for Cambuquira 150.00 500.00 
Two Mimeograph Machines 300.00 


Evangelistic Equipment for Mis- 


sionary ‘ 850.00 
NORTH BRAZIL 
Building and Loan Fund for Visual Aid Unit ............. $ 1,000.00 
helping to build new churches $35,000.00 Chilpancingo: 
WEST BRAZIL eens for Bible School $ 2,175.00 
ypewriter 150.00 
Two Kerosene Projectors at 
$100.00 $ 200.00 Costa Grande: 
Jeep Station Wagon 2,500.00 Light $ 
ig ide Projectors ........ ‘ 
JAPAN Slides ... 50.00 
Six churches at $2,000.00 .......... $12,000.00 One Washing Machine ........ 175.00 


Your Church, an individual or an organization within the Church, can be furnished a com- 
plete list on request. Wouldn't you like to under take one of these projects as one of your very 
own? 
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